


Conway remarks, “One of the great-
est threats [that humans face] is the
normalization of shallowness... We
hope to find ways of facilitating
people in living at a level beyond the
superficial and thereby, in that space,
choose from the great gifts that mod-
ern society and globalization have
put at our disposal. Not just for

our own personal benefit, but for
the benefit of all because we’ll be
present to all.”

How do we accomplish this? “It’s

a process,” explains Deusdedit
Nikurunziza of the African Centre
of Religion and Science in Kampala,
Uganda. “The first [step] is learning
from each other.”

And it’s a process well worth under-
taking. As David Peat of the Pari
Dialogues on Religion and Science,
Pari, Italy, explains, “You look as a lit-
tle kid through a kaleidoscope, and
you just move it ever so slightly and
suddenly the whole picture shifts. It
isn’t disorder you see, but 2 new sort
of order. It requires only a tiny but-
terfly effect to change the order and
see the world in a different way”

“If we just shifted that kaleidoscope
a litdle bit now,” adds Margaret Yee
of Sophia Europa Oxford, UK, “it
would open up the whole world for
critical thought...and it would be a
quantum leap because the smallest
move will come to great change.”

Left to right: Radu Constantinescu and Biship Irineu Popa; Deusdedit
Nkurunziza (top), Ven. Soorakkulame Pemaratana (bottom), Eric Weislogel.

Left to right: James Salmon, Margaret Poloma and Peter Dodson; Sriya Iyet;
Farzad Mahootiam (top); Inmaculada Ramos-Lerate (bottom); Mathew Chandrankunnel;
Ursula Goodenough and William Grassie; Ian Barbour.

That great change is the metanexus For links to more information about and papers from both
that Metanexus Institute, in coopera- this year's conference and thase of past years, please go to
tion with its partners in the global net-

work, can bring about. It’s catching on. www.metanexus.net.
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